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service, or in the civilian executive 
branch of the Government, unless OPM 
has excepted his particular type of case 
from this requirement. 

(b) Eligibility for conversion. Within 
the time limits set forth in paragraph 
(c) of this section, the employment of 
an employee covered by paragraph (a) 
of this section may be converted to ca-
reer or career-conditional employment. 

(c) Time limits. Conversion may be ini-
tiated under paragraph (b) of this sec-
tion only within 6 months after the po-
sition is brought into the competitive 
service, except that: 

(1) When it is necessary for OPM to 
determine that § 316.701 or § 316.702 ap-
plies to a group of positions, the rec-
ommendation shall be submitted with-
in 6 months after OPM advises the 
agency of its determination; and 

(2) When an employee is absent on an 
assignment to an organization or agen-
cy from which reemployment rights 
are provided under part 352 of this 
chapter or by statute, the conversion 
shall be initiated within 6 months after 
the employee’s return from such as-
signment, when reemployment occurs 
within the time limits prescribed in 
the applicable statute or regulation; 

(3) When an employee is absent on 
approved leave without pay, the con-
version shall be initiated within 6 
months of the employee’s return to 
duty, when such return occurs within 
time limits authorized by the agency; 
and 

(4) When an employee who is serving 
on military duty or who is separated 
and rehired during the 6-month period 
after the position is brought into the 
competitive service is eligible for con-
version under the provisions of § 315.603, 
the conversion shall be initiated within 
the time limits prescribed by that sec-
tion. 

(d) Tenure on approval of conversion. 
Upon conversion under paragraph (b) of 
this section, the employee becomes: 

(1) A career-conditional employee, 
except as provided in paragraph (b)(2) 
of this section; 

(2) A career employee when he has 
completed the service requirement for 
career tenure or is excepted from it by 
§ 315.201(c). 

(e) Acquisition of competitive status. A 
person whose employment is converted 

to career or career-conditional employ-
ment under this section acquires a 
competitive status automatically on 
completion of probation. 

(f) Review of disapproved conversions. 
Agencies shall establish procedures for 
reviewing disapprovals of conversions 
under this section when such review is 
requested within 6 months after the 
date of the disapproval. 

[33 FR 12418, Sept. 4, 1968, as amended at 43 
FR 34428, Aug. 4, 1978; 66 FR 66710, Dec. 27, 
2001]

§ 315.702 Employees serving without 
competitive examination in rare 
cases. 

(a) Recommendation by agency. An 
agency may recommend to OPM that 
the employment of an employee who 
has completed at least 1 year of satis-
factory service under § 316.601 be con-
verted to career or career-conditional 
employment. 

(b) Tenure on approval of recommenda-
tion. When OPM approves the agency’s 
recommendation submitted under 
paragraph (a) of this section, the em-
ployee becomes: 

(1) A career-conditional employee, 
except as provided in paragraph (b)(2) 
of this section; 

(2) A career employee when he has 
completed the service requirement for 
career tenure or is excepted from it by 
§ 315.201(c). 

(c) Acquisition of competitive status. A 
person whose employment is converted 
to career or career-conditional employ-
ment under this section acquires a 
competitive status automatically on 
conversion.

§ 315.703 Employees formerly reached 
on a register. 

(a) Employee coverage. An employee 
who was serving in a position when his 
or her name was within reach for ca-
reer or career-conditional appointment 
on a register appropriate for that posi-
tion may be converted to career or ca-
reer-conditional employment when: 

(1) The employee’s name was in-
cluded on an appropriate certificate 
issued while the employee was serving 
in the position, or reconstruction of 
the appropriate register verifies that 
the employee would have been within 
reach;
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(2) The register was being used for ca-
reer and career-conditional appoint-
ments when he or she was reached; 

(3) He or she has been continuously 
employed since being reached; 

(4) Conversion is initiated either be-
fore the expiration of the register or 
during a period of continuous service 
since the employee was reached; and 

(5) When the employee is a non-
preference eligible who was first 
reached after February 1, 1955, the Of-
fice, or the agency, in accordance with 
an agreement with the Office, deter-
mines that satisfactory reasons existed 
for passing over any preference eligible 
who preceded the employee on the reg-
ister when he or she was reached and 
who is still within reach and available 
for appointment. 

(b) Tenure on conversion. An employee 
whose appointment is converted under 
paragraph (a) of this section becomes: 

(1) A career-conditional employee ex-
cept as provided in paragraph (b)(2) of 
this section; 

(2) A career employee when he or she 
has completed the service requirement 
for career tenure or is excepted from it 
by § 315.201(c). 

(c) Acquisition of competitive status. An 
employee whose employment is con-
verted to career or career-conditional 
employment under this section ac-
quires a competitive status automati-
cally on completion of probation. 

[44 FR 55132, Sept. 25, 1979]

§ 315.704 Conversion to career employ-
ment from indefinite or temporary 
employment. 

(a) General. Employees serving after 
February 7, 1968, in competitive posi-
tions under indefinite appointments or 
temporary appointments pending es-
tablishment of a register or as status 
quo employees acquire competitive sta-
tus and are entitled to have their em-
ployment converted to career employ-
ment when such employees: 

(1) Complete a total of at least 3 
years of service in such a position 
under one or more such appointments 
without a break in service of more 
than 30 calendar days or without an 
interruption by nonqualifying service 
of more than 30 calendar days; 

(2) Have rendered satisfactory service 
for the 12 months immediately pre-
ceding the conversion; and 

(3) Meet applicable qualification re-
quirements for the positions and are 
otherwise eligible for career employ-
ment. This paragraph does not apply to 
employees serving under an overseas 
limited appointment or in positions 
above GS–15 or equivalent. 

(b) Creditable service. (1) In computing 
creditable service under paragraph (a) 
of this section for an employee who left 
a competitive position in which he or 
she was serving under a qualifying ap-
pointment covered in paragraph (a) of 
this section to enter the armed forces 
and who is reemployed in such a posi-
tion within 120 calendar days after sep-
aration under honorable conditions, 
the period from the date he or she left 
the position to the date of reemploy-
ment is creditable. 

(2) The Office shall publish in its op-
erating manuals the conditions under 
which full-time, part-time, and inter-
mittent employment is creditable in 
meeting the service requirement under 
paragraph (a) of this section. 

(c) Termination after failure to meet 
conversion requirements. An employing 
agency shall terminate employees cov-
ered by paragraph (a) of this section 
not later than 90 days after they com-
plete the 3-year service requirement re-
ferred to in paragraph (a)(1) of this sec-
tion, if they have not met the require-
ments and conditions of paragraphs (a) 
(2) and (3) of this section before the end 
of the 90-day period. For an employee 
who is reemployed after intervening 
service in the armed forces, the 90-day 
period begins on the date of reemploy-
ment if the employee’s combined civil-
ian and military service satisfies the 3-
year service requirement on that date. 

(d) Administrative error. When an em-
ployee has met the service requirement 
under paragraph (a)(1) of this section 
but, because of administrative error or 
oversight, has not been converted to 
career employment within the time 
limits prescribed in this section, the 
employing agency may effect the em-
ployee’s conversion as of the date on
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